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Inside the 2026 International Jaguar Festival
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Local connections are the backbone of JCNA, but attend-
ing an International Jaguar Festival or other larger event is 
a good reminder that JCNA extends far beyond our own 
clubs, cities, and even regions. 

At the recent IJF in Pittsburgh, people I normally only know 
through emails, committee Zoom meetings, or magazine 
articles were suddenly sitting across the table from me. 
Some were old acquaintances. Others were folks I had 
met only briefly at a past AGM, IJF, or concours. Repeated 
encounters are what slowly turn a large into an actual com-
munity. After a few years, it feels like a big family reunion. 

That is one of the best things about attending an IJF in 
person. We remember who hung out at the hotel commons 
area for snacks, conversation, and drinks; who told the best 
story at dinner; who took a wrong turn during the rally; and 
(this time around) who got their car signed by an automo-
tive industry celebrity.

Events like the IJF and AGM also give the host club a chance 
to show the rest of us what makes their corner of the world 
special. Hosting is not just about pulling off the concours, 
rally, slalom, and awards dinner. It is a chance to show off 
some hometown pride, share traditions, show how their 
club organizes shows, and see the local sights. And our 
JCNA clubs are very good at doing that! 

The Jaguar Club of Pittsburgh members introduced us to 
the city's scenery, traditions, architecture, and hospitality, 
and showed us how their club hosts events and enjoys its 
Jaguars. We got to experience Pittsburgh through the eyes 
of the people who actually live there, from Schenley Park 
and Phipps Conservatory to the local restaurants, back 
roads, foods, and traditions. Even the famous Pittsburgh 
cookie tables made an appearance. 

That tourism angle should not be underestimated. Plenty 
of us would probably never have picked Pittsburgh as a 
vacation spot on our own, but the IJF gave us a reason to 
go. Once we got there, we found a genuinely historic, 
attractive city with a lot more going for it than most of us 
expected. The host club didn't just welcome us to an event, 
they welcomed us into their home. Rob and I definitely 
won't forget wandering around downtown and discover-
ing the pickle festival! 

Holding the festi-
val alongside the 
Pittsburgh Vintage 
Grand Prix gave 
us built-in activi-
ties and an atmo-
sphere that would 
have been tough for one club to pull together on its own. 
Instead of inventing an entire weekend from thin air, a part-
nership like this lets a host club build around something that 
already exists. The club gets to focus on what it does best, 
running the Jaguar competitions and providing the hospi-
tality, while attendees get access to a much bigger slate of 
automotive activities on top of it.

That arrangement works both ways, too. Rows of Jaguars, a 
crowd of JCNA members, and organized club participation 
add interest and prestige to the existing event. It becomes 
a real partnership rather than just an add-on. Speaking of 
partnerships, it was nice to meet some of our valued event 
and Journal advertisers, as well as a representative from 
Jaguar Land Rover (Mahwah, New Jersey)! Our JCNA con-
tracted accountants happen to live nearby and were able 
to attend. 

Future IJF hosts might want to think about similar oppor-
tunities. A regional vintage race, a British car festival, an 
automotive museum event, or an established concours can 
provide the infrastructure and entertainment while allow-
ing JCNA clubs to build their own distinctive programming 
around it.

Hosting an IJF is a tremendous amount of work, but it also 
gives a club the chance to put its best foot forward for the 
rest of JCNA. Attending one gives the rest of us a chance to 
reconnect, travel somewhere new, and remember that this 
organization is a lot bigger than the boundaries of any one 
local club.

The cars may be what brings us together, but it is showing 
up that keeps us connected.

Feral

The value of in-person events
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The dog days of summer are fading, and anticipation of the holidays is starting to garner our attention. I trust 
everyone had a wonderful summer break. Rallies, tours, concours, and social events filled our calendars.

The Pittsburgh IJF was an incredible event, with historic racing, wonderful classic cars, and the feature of 
Ian Callum as Grand Marshal and speaker at the IJF dinner, which was a wonderful moment for all who 
attended. His insights on the challenges between aesthetics, engineering, manufacturing, and safety reg-
ulations gave us all an appreciation for the difficulties automobile companies face now and into the future. 
Check out his modern interpretation of the XJ220; it's another modern classic!

September is the most important month for JCNA clubs across North America. This is the month we start 
the membership renewal process. Many clubs use various methods to remind members to renew for the 
coming year. JCNA is also actively helping clubs recruit new members, with improved website navigation, 
a New Member Brochure that clubs can use for recruitment, and the creation of a "Jaguar Care Network" 
feature listing repair shops, vendors, restoration services, parts suppliers, technical support, and more.

The JCNA Board of Directors is focused on membership building. We are all experiencing the transition of 
"second generation" members retiring, selling their cars, moving on to other interests, and more. It's our 
challenge to attract the next generation of younger Jaguar owners. They represent our future. 

We were once in their shoes: young, active, and looking for fun. Today, social media, cell phones, chat 
rooms, Zoom calls, and Cars & Coffee events all contribute to a new reservoir of membership and socializa-
tion. Our traditional events, concours, rallies, and slaloms, are being supplemented by social gatherings, 
lunches, picnics, wine tastings, Show & Shine gatherings, and co-events with other car clubs. We need to 
expand our scope and approach and listen to what these new members are looking for in a Jaguar club.

Also, maybe it's time to consider inviting the Land Rover gang to participate with us socially. Just a thought. 
I've found that a number of these folks are also Jaguar owners. Remember, their Land Rovers are powered 
by Jaguar engines, so there's a thread of DNA there that makes us cousins. They're "Anglophiles" in spirit, 
just like us! 

Let's be open to new ideas, freshen our traditions, embrace the next generation of Jaguar automobiles as 
innovation, and open our doors to the next generation of new members.

Cheers, 

President’s
Perspective

From rallies to renewals
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2026 International Jaguar Festival
Proud to be part of the Pittsburgh Vintage Grand Prix

The 2026 International Jaguar Festival took place in 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, from July 16–18, embedded 
within the Pittsburgh Vintage Grand Prix (PVGP). Jaguar was 
featured as the Marque of the Year, and legendary automo-
tive designer Ian Callum served as the Grand Marshal.

The success of the 2026 International Jaguar Festival in con-
junction with the Pittsburgh Vintage Grand Prix began in 
2024. Stu Benson, Chairperson of the IJF Committee, began 
working with his home club, Jaguar Club of Pittsburgh, 
JCNA, the Jaguar Journal, and the PVGP staff to ensure the 
IJF would coincide with Ian Callum's appearance as Grand 
Marshal of the Pittsburgh Vintage Grand Prix, and that care-
ful preparation showed throughout the week. 

Supported by the hardworking volunteers of the Jaguar 
Club of Pittsburgh, Stu attended to every detail with 
long-distance guests in mind, from a professional registra-
tion website and an extensive guide to local restaurants, 
to personalized table cards Stu handed out at the door so 
guests knew exactly where to sit for Friday evening's dinner. 
The club also welcomed visitors with distinctly Pittsburgh 
traditions, including beautifully arranged cookie tables filled with handmade and custom treats. At the concours, 

the JCOP VIP tent, complete with private air-conditioned 
restrooms and a caterer, was reserved for our group and 
offered a reprieve from both the summer sun and a brief 
thunderstorm. The JCOP created an experience that was 
organized and exceptionally hospitable. 

Beyond the hospitality and many social activities, the 
Pittsburgh Vintage Grand Prix is distinguished by its pur-
pose-driven mission: raising funds to benefit individuals 
with intellectual disabilities and autism. The unmistakable 
roar of vintage race cars speeding past the JCOP VIP tent 
and the impressive rows of Jaguars displayed on the Bob 
O'Connor Golf Course added to the excitement in a way 
that few concours settings do.

The suburban setting, located just blocks away from the 
busy city, added its own character to the weekend, with the 
show field and racing circuit framed by Pittsburgh's historic 
architecture and the nearby campuses of Carnegie Mellon 
University and the University of Pittsburgh. Together, the 
old-city charm, rolling hills, and thrilling smoke and sounds 
from the track created an atmosphere unlike any other 
Jaguar gathering. 
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